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Health research that involves human subjects should be conducted in a manner that respects the
autonomy of the individual and under conditions that reduces the risks of the research. The
general conduct of health research is guided by internationally recognized principles of human
rights inciuding The World Medical Association”s Declaration of Helsinki and Nuremberg Code of
Human Rights, The Belmont Report. These principles also underline the International Guidelines
for Biomedical Research involving Human Subjects, issued by the Council for International
Organizations of Medical Science (CIOMS). The challenge of ethical clearance is to ensure that
risks to be encountered do not outweigh potential benefits. The Standard Operating Procedures
also ensure that health researchers would work taking into cognizance set guidelines to benefit

mankind.

1. MISSION STATEMENT

The Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research (NMIMR) is an important institution within
the University of Ghana and has the responsibility of contributing to the improvement of the health
status of all people in Ghana and elsewhere through appropriate research activities.

As an independent and competent body set up to review, evaluate and decide on the ethical merits
of NMIMR research protocols, the IRB ensures and guarantees the rights, dignity, safety and

protection of all individuals and communities who participate in NMIMR research activities.

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE
The NMIMR IRB shall operate with the following terms and references:

{2 The NMIMR IRB shall review health research protocols submitted to it within a
reasonable time clearly identifying the study, the documents reviewed and the IRB
decision. Potential decisions include:

. Approval for commencement of the study

. Modifications required prior to its approval

. Disapproval and

. Termination/suspension of any previous approval

Pl The NMIMR IRB shall work to safeguard the dignity, rights, safety and well being
of all study subjects and communities. Special attention shall be paid to studies that

may include vulnerable subjects.













